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Introduction 
 

Welcome to the finale of the 2009 British Cycling Premier Calendar Elite road race series. The 
event will see up to 120 of the UKôs top riders tackling an 82 mile course, starting and finishing in 
Richmond Market Place. The route of the 2009 event follows a 50 mile loop up Swaledale, 
featuring the 300m, 2 mile climb of the Butter Tubs pass, returning down Wensleydale to complete 
three 10 mile laps of the gruelling Waithwith circuit before the final run back to the Market Place. 
 

The inaugural event in 2007, held on Spring Bank Holiday Sunday as part of the Richmond 
Cyclistôs Meet, was a great success despite the weather (7°C, strong wind, rain and hail). In 2008, 
the move to September with quieter roads enabled the organisers, Richmond Cycling Club, to use 
a spectacular extended route. The glorious autumn sunshine and calm conditions being a 
welcome stark contrast to 2007. This same course is being used again for the 2009 event. 
 

Whatever the weather, the race will be tough and is sure to provide a worthy winner. The 2007 
and 2008 events were both won by Yorkshire-man Russ Downing, who has secured his overall 
win in the 2009 series. Russ is unfortunately absent this year, along with a number of Premier 
Calendar regulars, on the international Tour of Ireland, so a more open race is in prospect. 
 

During the race, there will be a number of displays in the Market Place and the British Cycling Go-
Ride team will be on hand to organise skill based cycling events for the youth categories (U16ôs). 
Refreshments are available in wide variety of outlets in and around the Market Place including the 
Loin King immediately adjacent to the podium and the Mayorôs Charity who are hosting a cream 
teas event in the Town Hall during the afternoon. 
 

The event will be televised by Cyclevox for broadcast by British Eurosport and will hopefully 
include helicopter based coverage for the first time. For further information on the event, a full 
report and results, visit www.richmondgp.co.uk and for further details on the Premier Calendar and 
all cycling activities visit www.britishcycling.org.uk 
 

This year Richmond has won the ñGreat Town of Britainò award for 2009, confirming its status as 
one of the most desirable towns to visit or live in. This is being marked by the dedication of a 
trophy for the winner in the under 23 category, who this year represent over 33% of the entry. We 
hope you enjoy the event and your time in Richmondshire and return in the future. 
 

Richmond Cycling Club is actively looking to develop partnerships to further develop and support 
the event in 2010 and beyond. If you wish to find out more, please contact organiser, Geoff Lloyd. 
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